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Friday 4th October, 2024 

It was great to see so many of you for parent/carers' evening this week. We tried a different format this 

time to replace the usual session in the hall. We felt that by enabling you to meet your child’s teacher in 

the classroom as opposed to the hall, it would give you an opportunity to see your child’s learning and 

their classroom environment. As usual in the Spring term, there will be another parent/carers' evening in 

your child’s classroom. This meeting will last for 10 mins and the focus will be on your child’s learning 

and what we can do to support them further.  

As ever, we appreciate any feedback, so if you have any thoughts on the format we used this week, 

please do get in touch! Thank you!  

http://www.ravensheadcofeprimary.co.uk/


 

We have a number of children and staff in school who have a severe nut allergy. Please can I remind you 

all that we are a ‘nut free’ school so the children should not be bringing anything into school which 

contain nuts. Thank you for your support.  

PTFA Update  

 

Scarecrow Festival – Tomorrow! 

Today is the last day to pre-order your scarecrow trail map for the early bird price of just £3. Go to 

www.pta-events.com/ravensheadcofeschoolptfa to get yours now and come along on the day to follow 

the trail of scarecrows around the village. 

http://www.pta-events.com/ravensheadcofeschoolptfa


 

Trail maps and cakes will also be on sale in front of the school on the day between 10am – 4pm so make 

sure you pop along and say hello. 

One of our scarecrows will be outside St Peters Church on Sheepwalk Lane, where you are invited to 

leave a harvest festival donation. 

The weather is looking like it will be kind to us this year so come out and enjoy the sunshine – we’re not 

sure when it’ll next make an appearance! 

Can you help? We need cakes! 

 

We’ll be selling cakes on the day of our scarecrow festival to help raise further funds for the school. If 

you’re able to help by donating cakes (homemade or shop bought) then we’d be really grateful. We just 

need to ensure that they’re nut free and have an ingredients list with them. 



Donations can be dropped in at school on Friday 4th October or at the front of school from 9:30am on 

Saturday 5th October. 

Easy money with Easyfundraising 

For this month only, Easyfundraising will donate £2 to our PTA every time someone signs up to their app 

and selects to support Ravenshead C of E. Not only that, but if we get more than 10 people sign up, we’ll 

also be entered into a prize draw to win £150 (which would be a great help towards this year’s 

fundraising target!). 

 

This is such a quick and easy way for us to raise funds for the school, so please also encourage family and 

friends to download the app and choose to support Ravenshead C of E. 

The app is available in for both iPhone and Android. 

Keep In Touch 

Email -  ravensheadcofeschoolpta@yahoo.com 

Facebook -   https://www.facebook.com/RavensheadCofEPTA/ 

Instagram – https://instagram.com/ravensheadcofe_pta?igshid=N3FuOXZveHFnZDJv 

https://www.facebook.com/RavensheadCofEPTA/
https://instagram.com/ravensheadcofe_pta?igshid=N3FuOXZveHFnZDJv


Opal  

 

Getting Ready for OPAL Play in Autumn/Winter 

 



 

 

The children have absolutely loved the wet weather this week and were desperate to play in the mud 

kitchen and the big playground puddle that had appeared!  At the moment, we are working towards all 

children being out, no matter the weather, as long as it is safe for them to do so.  OPAL shares the same 

motto as the forest school in that ‘there is no such thing as bad weather, just bad clothing’.  We would 

really appreciate your help in ensuring that your child has the right kit in school every day, particularly as 

the weather is becoming more unpredictable!  If you have a younger child, allowing your child to practise 

changing into their wellies and waterproofs will really help them to do this independently at break times 

(though help will be given if needed). 

What Your Child Will Need: 

To ensure your child stays comfortable and dry during outdoor activities, please ensure they come to 

school each day equipped with: 

• Wellies: Essential for keeping feet dry and protected. 

• Waterproof Trousers/puddle suit: These will keep them warm and dry, even in the mud. 

• Waterproof Coat: A good coat will protect against rain and wind. 



Spare Clothes: 

We also recommend sending a set of spare clothes that can be stored at school, including: 

• Joggers or trousers 

• A spare t-shirt/polo shirt 

• A spare jumper or school hoodie 

• Spare underwear 

• Spare socks – we would ask that all children have a spare pair of socks in school as the feet are 

most likely to get wet (even if they have wellies). 

These spare clothes can stay in your child’s cloakroom on their peg.  Having these items on hand will 

make it easier for your child to stay clean and comfortable throughout the day.  If your child is a mud 

monster and you want to send them with an old large t-shirt or a shirt to put over their clothes, then 

please feel free to send them in.  We would also welcome any donations of large, old unwanted t-shirts 

or shirts that the children can wear over their clothes so that we can have spares on hand for any 

children that need them! 

Thank you for your support in helping our children make the most of their outdoor experiences and 

giving them the chance to have a hands-on approach which fosters exploration, creativity, and an 

appreciation for nature! 

Coming up: 

• We are now moving into phase 2 of OPAL play – risk and challenge.  This is a focus on not 

removing risk (as then all of the benefits are removed) but helping children to risk assess (with 

support) during their play.  This has huge benefits for the children such as helping to develop 

physical competence; building emotional resilience through trial and error; calibration and 

sensory experience (balance and proprioception); developing appropriate stress response 

systems; a more enhanced and realistic risk awareness; personal risk management; successful 

emotion regulation; fun, excitement and enjoyment, thrill, pride, a sense of achievement; self-

esteem and confidence and, as described by children themselves, a certain level of ‘coolness’ 

• OPAL play assembly next week – we will talk about being prepared for the wet weather and our 

aim to be outside for all break times.  We will also think about the important idea of ‘What’s 

right for you?’  Talking about the fact that we are all different and all capable of achieving things 

at different levels – the key is to know their limits. 

• Introduction of large loose parts, starting with tyres.  The children will help to create a Benefit 

risk assessment and learn how to dynamically risk assess in the moment to ensure that they are 

using the equipment safely. 

• Over the next coming weeks, we will begin to introduce crates, wheeled play, slack lines, pallet 

play. 



CGP Study Books and Revision Guides - available to order 

 

From Tuesday of next week, there will be a sample selection of study books for years 1-6 for 

parents/carers to view in the KS2 Main Reception/Entrance Hall area.   

These are available to order at a discounted price (up to a saving of £2 per book).  

If you would like to order any of the books, please complete the form that was sent out via Dojo on the 

main school story (copies will also be available alongside the sample books) by Monday, 14th October 

and return to the Main Reception (this can be done electronically via dojo or email or a paper copy can 

be handed in).   

Payment for the books can be made via the Arbor Parent App in the shop section – you just need to pay 

the total amount of the books ordered as one amount. 



Online eSafety Newsletter - October  

 

Here is the monthly online esafety newsletter for October:  

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/ravenshead-cofe-

primary/UploadedDocument/85ccc8cd-4731-4e8b-a3f5-09c099b6a09d/online-safety-newsletter-

primary-october-2024_pdf_ravenshead.pdf 

Flu Vaccination  

 

If you would like your child to receive the flu vaccine in school this year, please follow this link to 

complete an online consent form. If you would like to decline, please complete a no consent form on 

the attached link. 

https://nhsImms.azurewebsites.net/session/3694d703 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/ravenshead-cofe-primary/UploadedDocument/85ccc8cd-4731-4e8b-a3f5-09c099b6a09d/online-safety-newsletter-primary-october-2024_pdf_ravenshead.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/ravenshead-cofe-primary/UploadedDocument/85ccc8cd-4731-4e8b-a3f5-09c099b6a09d/online-safety-newsletter-primary-october-2024_pdf_ravenshead.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/ravenshead-cofe-primary/UploadedDocument/85ccc8cd-4731-4e8b-a3f5-09c099b6a09d/online-safety-newsletter-primary-october-2024_pdf_ravenshead.pdf
https://nhsimms.azurewebsites.net/session/3694d703


The vaccinations will take place at your child’s school on the 12th November 2024. The link will close 

on the 28th October 2024. If your child has already had the Flu vaccine elsewhere since September 

2024, please disregard this message. 

If you have any problems accessing the link, please telephone 0333 3583 397 option 4, option 2. 

Kind Regards 

Nottinghamshire School Immunisation Service 

From Revd Kate and the Team at St. Peter’s Church 

As our various harvest festival services approach, I’m reminded that a mature apple tree will yield about 

1500 apples. Within each individual apple there is the potential to replace that tree roughly ten times 

over. If you cut into an apple, your children might be interested to count just how many seeds there are 

inside! The extravagant abundance built into nature never ceases to amaze me. 

In church we will celebrate the bounty of the Earth by giving thanks to God in our harvest thanksgiving 

service. You would be most welcome to join us! We will be collecting tinned items and packets at that 

service, to donate to people in need, via The Beacon Project in Mansfield (a charity supporting homeless 

people). Toiletries, including sanitary items, are also very useful for people who are living rough. Cash 

donations that weekend will go to help people overseas, via the charity Tearfund – we have a contactless 

card reader in church in case that’s helpful. Many of the partners Tearfund work with experience difficult 

harvests due to the effects of climate change.If you’d like to join us on 13th October, do come along at 

10am for a drink before the service. We start at 10.30am. Whether or not you are able to come why not 

take a moment this harvest time to say thank you for the beauty of the Earth, for all that it yields and all 

that we enjoy. 

 



Roll of Honour 

 

Please feel free to share with us any significant achievements your children have made at home e.g. 10m 

swimming badge, so we can share them in next week’s newsletter and during our ‘Celebration Assembly’ 

on a Friday. 

Please click on the link to fill in the details of their achievement. We love sharing them! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fLFiE1ndRUC4x3tDwhN-

M8hOgSY59GlMuxxXhfzXmkdUQkNSSktETzhKVU1DSkJKTElCWjM3TDZINS4u 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fLFiE1ndRUC4x3tDwhN-M8hOgSY59GlMuxxXhfzXmkdUQkNSSktETzhKVU1DSkJKTElCWjM3TDZINS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fLFiE1ndRUC4x3tDwhN-M8hOgSY59GlMuxxXhfzXmkdUQkNSSktETzhKVU1DSkJKTElCWjM3TDZINS4u


Term Dates 

 

The term dates for the academic year (including INSET days), can be found on the school website - 

https://www.ravensheadcofeprimary.co.uk/term-dates/ 

 

Diary Dates for the Autumn Term can be found on the document below. Please check regularly for any 

amendments which will be made in red.  

https://www.ravensheadcofeprimary.co.uk/term-dates/


 



Christian Values in school  

 

Well done to the children below who have shown our Christian Values this week:  



Taking care children 

 



Coming up next week..... 

 

Saturday 5th October - PTFA Scarecrow Festival 

Wednesday 9th October - 2.45pm – FND PSED parent workshop in KS1 hall 

Thursday 10th October - Worship in the Woods: Year 3 

Next week's school dinners 

 

Don't forget you have until 9:30am each day to sign your child up for a delicious school dinner. All 

dietary needs are catered for and the school dinners are free for children in F2, Y1 and Y2. For children in 

F1, Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 they cost £2.95. Please contact the school office, via Class Dojo, to sign your child 

up! 

 



Attendance Matters 

 

 

Safeguarding 

 



Safeguarding 

If you have any Safeguarding concerns, please contact one of the Safeguarding leads using the email 

addresses listed below:  

 

Mrs Johnson (head@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk)  

Mrs Keightley (sophiekeightley@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk) 

Mrs Soley (sarahsoley@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk) 

Mrs Sanders (suzyburtonsanders@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk). 

mailto:head@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk
mailto:sophiekeightley@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk
mailto:sarahsoley@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk
mailto:suzyburtonsanders@ravenshead.notts.sch.uk
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